
Dental Therapy Scope of Practice
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Procedures included in CODA 
standards

Assessing oral health conditions and 
identifying treatment needs

Charting of the oral cavity

Oral health instruction and disease 
prevention education

*

Taking X-rays * *

Dental prophylaxis including below-the-gum 
scaling and/or polishing procedures

*

Dispensing and administering non-narcotic 
pain relief, anti-inflammatory and antibiotic 

medications

Applying fluoride varnish, sealants and other 
topical medications

Pulp vitality testing

Applying desensitizing medication or resin

Fabricating athletic mouthguards

Changing periodontal dressings

Administering local anesthetic

Simple extraction of erupted primary teeth

Emergency palliative treatment of dental 
pain

Preparation and placement of direct 
restoration in primary and permanent teeth

Fabrication and placement of single-tooth 
temporary crowns

Preparation and placement of preformed 
crowns on primary teeth

Indirect and direct pulp capping on 
permanent teeth

Indirect pulp capping on primary teeth

Suture removal

Minor adjustments and repairs on removable 
prostheses

Removal of space maintainers
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Treatment planning

Simple extraction of erupted permanent 
teeth

Recementing permanent crowns *

Placement of space maintainers

Administering nitrous oxide * *

Tooth reimplantation and stabilization 
following trauma

Pulpotomy on primary teeth

Suture placement

Direct pulp capping of primary teeth

Tissue conditioning and soft reline to 
improve denture fit

Brush biopsy

Fabricating soft occlusal guards

Additional services approved by rule and/or 
the supervising dentist

*These procedures are not explicitly included in the scope of dental therapists but they are included in the scope of dental hygienists (which the state requires dental therapists to also be trained as).


